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TOPOGRAPHY

Location: Middle East, bordering the Mediterranean Sea, between Lebanon 

and Turkey.
Area: land: 185,180 sq km (Syria is slightly larger than the state of North Dakota.) 
Climate: mostly desert; hot, dry, sunny summers (June to August) and mild, rainy winters (December to February) along coast, cold weather with snow or sleet periodically hitting Damascus.
Terrain: primarily semi-arid and desert plateau; narrow coastal plain, mountains in west.
DEMOGRAPHY

Population:16,673,282 (July 1998 est)
Age Structure: 0-14 years: 46%
15-64 years: 51% 65 years and over: 3%
Major Languages: Arabic (official);

Kurdish:, Armenian and Aramaic.
Ethnic Groups: Arab 90.3%, Kurds,

Armenians and other 9.7%
Government Type: Republic under military regime since March 1963.
Capital City: Damascus
Other Major Cities: Aleppo, Homs,

Latakia, Hama and Tartus.
RELIGION

Religious Profession: Sunni Muslim 74%,
Alawite 11%, Christian (Various sects)

10%, Druze 3%, and other Muslim 

Sects  2%.
HEALTH

Hospitals: 1 per 10,000 pop. (1989 est.) 

Doctors: 7 per 10,000 pop. (1989 est.) 

Birth Rate: 37.83 births/l,000 population 

Death Rate: 5.55 deaths /1,000 population

Infant Mortality Rate: 37.6 deaths /1,000 population

Lift expectancy at birth: 67.76 years

ECONOMY

Labor Force by Occupation:

services 40%, agriculture 40%,
industry 20% (1996 est.)

Unemployment Rate: 12% (1997 est.)

EDUCATION

Literacy: definition: age 15 and over can read and write.

Total population: 79.8 % 

male: 85.7 %

female: 53.8% (1997 eat.)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Countries Where Alawites Are located: Most in Syria, Lebanon, & Turkey 

People's Names: Alawi, Alawite or 'Nusayris

Language: Arabic

Population: 1.4 million

Political Location: Mainly in the province of Latakia, located 

on the coast of northwestern Syria and also in Damascus, the capital city; also a significant number in northern Lebanon, in and around Tripoli. 

Chief Cities and Towns: Latakia, Tartus, and Damascus

Religious Profession: Though Alawite beliefs predate Islam, they now consider themselves Muslims.

Website:   www.alawites.org
