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Society:

“A group of people that interact with each other, who participate in the culture”

Culture:


“The integrated system of learned behaviour patterns, ideas and products characteristic of a society”.  It is peoples primary grid for perceiving reality, a way of life or a design for living.  It is learned, non-static and unconscious.

WORLD VIEW: An integrator of culture

Definition: “The central assumptions, concepts, premises widely shared by members of a culture or subculture”


a) Cosmological: God, universe, man, disease


b) Ethical: values of good and bad

Functions of World View:


1) Explains how things got this way and what keeps them this way 



(i.e. man controlled vs. spirit controlled universe)

2) Validates institutions by sanctioning those basic institutions, as well as the values and goals of a society.

3) Reinforces Psychologically during a crisis, by using rituals and ceremonies.


4) Integrates, by organizing perceptions of reality into an overall design or model.


5) Adapts, by adjusting models to new perceptions of reality.

Transforming world-views


-Romans 11:16 (ingrafting wild branches into holy roots)


-Philemon and slaves


-Samaritan and neighbour


-White man and Indians (all will bring about disequilibrium)


We need to study World View components, arrange them into hierarchies, and change the non-biblical ones

Models of World View change (by Eugene Nida):


1) Ethnocentric: absolutizes his own culture, their own reality, considers it superior (me/them in tech., ed., med., hist., theol.)


2) Eclectic: some good in others, thus need to adapt the good.


4) Natavistic: ‘Ours is all bad’


5) One-World: ‘All will be western’


6) Cross-Cultural Perspective: Validity is found in each culture, thus all are equal.


7) Biblical Cultural validity: aspects of culture are usable by God 


Matthew 5:38-48 = re-interpreting Jewish law to a higher moral standard


Luke 12:47-48 = stipulating a higher accountability for Christians


Romans 2:14-15 = acknowledging a ‘universal morality’ for all people

