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Who is Responsible for Evangelism?
-(Who me...certainly not; I do not have the gift(
-(I feel so guilty when I don(t share my faith with everyone I meet(
-(I must find a better technique to make people come to Christ( 

-(I give up!  None of those I talk to has followed Christ(
-(If God is in control, there is no point in me doing anything( (i.e. elder vs. William Carey)
God(s Sovereignty in Evangelism:
-He opens doors so we can proclaim (Acts 14:27; Col.4:3)

-He gives us the courage to speak (2 Tim.4:17; Acts 4:29; Eph.6:19-20)

-He gives us the words to proclaim (Rom.1:1,16)





-He enables those listening to understand (Acts 16:14)

-He convicts people of their sin (John 16:8)

-He enables sinners to repent (Acts 5:31, 11:18; Eph.2:8)

-He brings about rebirth (Acts 2:38; Rom.8:9; John 3:3-8)

-Takes an enormous burden off our shoulders.  Still our work in His strength.
How do we Do it?
Relating:

We cannot talk to non-Christians about the Gospel unless we first talk with them.

-This does not mean talking superficially.  Must involve serious life and death issues.

Cliche conversation-> Reporting Facts-> Expressing idea and judgments-> Expressing feelings and emotions-> Completely open.
Confronting: 
-(demolishing arguments and taking captive every thought to make it obedient     
to Christ( (2 Cor.10:4-5).

-showing the holes in peoples thinking (in Lk.20:20-39; Acts 17:28-29)

i.e. lead out on a simple topic, and go on into (deeper things( (news, sports etc...)

THE REAL WORLD<-------------(---------------> NON-CHRISTIAN WORLD
There is a gap between the two, which we need to point out.

-Start where they are at, with their ideas and lead them (to their logical conclusions(
(i.e. The woman raped in Poland, who didn(t believe in values)
What do we say? (UCCF example)
God - Man - God - What if I do? - What if I don(t?
God Rules: he exists, he created everything, thus he is the ruler, the Bible tells us so.

       
(Gen.1:1; Matt.28:18; Phil.2:9-11)
Man Rebels: we live by our own autonomy, consciously, by ignorance or indifference.

(Mark 7:21-23; Rom.3:12; 1Jn.3:4)
God demands Repentance: stop & live in His kingdom as he designed it, His way.

(Matt.7:21; Mark 1:14-15; Acts 17:30)
What if I do?: we are Forgiven, due to the cross, we are treated as if we never sinned.

(John 3:16; Rom.6:23, 8:1,15; Col.2:14)
What if I don(t?: we are Unforgiven, as rebels will be overthrown, to die eternally.

(Matt.7:23,26,27; Rom.1:18; 2Thess.1:8-9)



Popular Models:









(Read scripture to people( (i.e. 7th Day Adventist, ( singer)

(Love them into the Kingdom( (i.e. (Cargo cult believers(, (rice Christians()

(Let them see by your example( (i.e. (ghoti( on the back of cars)

(We should never ARGUE, we must DIALOGUE( (i.e. post-modern model)

(Throw the Book at em!( (i.e. (Hell-fire( preacher)

-Paul(s intent was not that his hearers were converted, but were persuaded (Acts 17:4). 

-When people listen to a monologue presentation of the Gospel, objections come up.

-We must give them a chance to respond to know where they itch.

-We must hear their side to know who & what they are, & thus respond relevantly
(Never Either/Or, but Both/And( (holistic)

Problems:

Losing Friends: It(s a risk, but with gentleness & respect (1 Pet.3:15-16) they will stay.

Appearing judgmental: Being Good = Being Christian, thus non-Christians not good?

Don(t know the answers to the questions: Learn them!!

The Seven Deadly Questions ((How to Give Away your Faith( by Paul Little):

-Is Christ the only way to God?

-Isn(t the Bible full of errors?

-Isn(t Christian experience only psychological?

-How can miracles be possible?

-What about those who have never heard the Gospel?

-Why do the innocent suffer?






-Won(t a good moral life get me to heaven?

Plus British context:

-Christianity is irrelevant.

-The biggest obstacle is the church
The real reason for not following Christ is not an intellectual one but a moral one.  People are not prepared to repent, because they will then have to change their lifestyle, and give up their autonomy.  However, before they can do this, the intellectual debris must be cleared away effectively.  This may require a new paradigm or a new methodology in our missiology.

